
April 2016 


When: 

7 p.m., April 20 

Where: 

Oakstone Academy 


939 S. State St., Westerville 

Speaker: 

Gerry Tebben 

Topic: 

Coins on TV 


April presentation 



Lost coins, stolen coins, counterfeit coins - they all 
turn up on television, grist for murder, mayhem and 
comic misunderstandings. 

Coins make for great drama. They’re ubiquitous, 
hideable, portable, liquid and potentially valuable. A 
plot can twist on a tiny bit of easily lost, easily hidden 
metal no bigger than a fingernail. 

Collectors notice coins on television, and everyone 
has a favorite story from Sheriff Andy Taylor’s famous 
backwards buffalo to Hawaii Five-0’s $100,000 nickel. 
Collectors cringe a bit, too, when watching coins on 
TV shows. The coins are often abused to the point that 
they would lose much of their value to scratches and 
wear. 

I’m going to talk about a few of the more famous 
TV-star coins, and, if the connection works, play a few 
minutes of numismatic television. Sit back, eat some 
popcorn, or better yet munch on some of the Oakstone 
kids’ cookies - Gerry Tebben 


March presentation 

CONA President Steve Petty and Brecksville, Ohio, 
coin dealer Gino Sanfilippo told the story of Robert 
T. McNamara, a Cleveland-area man who produced 
commemorative half-dollar size medals in his 
basement for two decades, starting in 1959. 

Sanfilippo knew McNamara, who died in 1995, 
and wrote about the medals in a comprehensive 
Token And Medal Society journal article in 1997. 

Steve tracked down McNamara’s widow and son 
more recently to fill in missing pieces in the story of 
Heraldic Art Medals. 

“They were surprised anyone was interested,” Steve 
said. 

Steve said he became interested in the series last 
year after buying about a dozen at double melt at a 
Don Grace auction. 

Impressed by the artisty of the medals, Steve was 
determined to find out more. Sanfilippo provided 
much of the background. 

Sanfillippo joked, “He (Steve) invited me down to 
make sure that whatever he tells you is correct.” 

McNamara, who sold silver medals for $2.75 each 
never made much money from the project. Sanfilippo 
said, “It was just his passion.” 

The presentation can be downloaded from: www. 
eesgroup.us 

Username: CONA 

Password: CoinClub 

Exhibiting meeting FOR REAL 

As exhibit chairman of our club show on Labor Day 
weekend. Bill K will be holding a workshop on how 
to put together a competitive exhibit at the Northwest 
Library at 2280 Hard Rd from 2-4 p.m. April 24. 

Please plan to attend even if you’re just thinking 
about exhibiting, whether at our show or at the re¬ 
gional or national shows. A hand out will be distrib¬ 
uted that was written by John Eshbach several years 
ago, which discusses point by point the ANA’s judging 




scoring sheet and we’ll critique an exhibit. 

A follow up meeting will be held over the summer. 

The library is toward the Sawmill Rd. end of Hard 

Rd. - Bill K 

Toledo seminar 

CSNS is holding a seminar in Toledo in May. 
Speakers include the very entertaining Brad Karoleff, 
paper money researcher Peter Huntoon and a presenta¬ 
tion of Toledo, Michigan, - a brief period when Ohio 
and Michigan went to 
war over ownership of 
the Toledo strip. An 
information sheet is 
attached. 

If you go, you’ll 
come away knowing 
a lot more, especially 
about Ohio national 
bank notes. 

May presentation 

Be sure to keep you calendar clear for our May 18 
meeting. Our speaker will be Colonial coin expert 
Christopher R. McDowell, author of Abel Buell and 
the History of the Connecticut and Fugio Coinages. 

Club auction 

Send May lots to Steve B - sbamet5@columbus. 
rr.com - by May 9. 

Columbus Coin Show 

When: April 17, May 15 - 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Where: Makoy Center, 5462 Center, Hilliard 
Admission: CONA members get in free 


Raffle 

Geoff G won the 1999-P Proof Silver Dolley Madi¬ 
son Dollar in March. 

The April raffle coin will be a 2016-P Mark Twain 
Unc. Silver Dollar. Tickets are $1 each; 6 for $5, 13 
for $10. Better odds than the lottery! — Gary 

Lancaster Masonic Lodge auction 

When: April 21 

Details: www.dafauction.com 

Hilltop auction 

When: April 26 (5:30 p.m. lot viewing) 
Where: Grove City Coin, 2655 Columbus St. 

March winners: 

Door prizes: Otto Aker, Steve R and Charles C 
Quiz: Chris P and Loren R 
50/50: Casey T name was drawn, but he was not 
present. The $67 pot rolls over. 

Speakers 

May - Chris McDowell on Colonial coinage 
June - John R - Seleucid Empire Coinage Part III 
TB A - Brad Karoleff 

TBA - John Roberts, Contemporary counterfeit U.S. 
coins. 

Speakers are needed for the second half of 2016. See 
Gerry or Steve Petty if you want to give a presenta¬ 
tion. 

Website 

Check the CONA website, conacoinclub.com, for 
updated information on club activities, Ohio coin 
events. 
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